SHRI RAM COLLEGE, MUZAEFARNAGAR

Dated: 14/04/2018

ACTIVITY REPORT

An international seminar on “Municipal Waste Management: An urgent national need” was held at Shri
Ram College on 13/04/2018 jointly organized by Material System Labaratory, MIT, USA and?DEptt, of
Bioscience, Shri Ram College. In the program, Chief guests were Prof. leremy Gregory and Prof.
Randolph Kirchain, Principal Research Scientist, MIT, USA. The Program was inaugurated by the guests
along with Dr. SC Kulshrestha, Chairman of Shri Ram Group of Colleges, Dr. R.S. Chauhan, Principal, Shri
Ram College, Mr. Pankaj Agrawal, Chairman, Municipality and Dr. Ashwani kumar, HoD, Bioscience. The

international seminar was part of waste management project collaborated by college with MIT.

At first, Dr. Ashwani Kumar presented the sum mary of work done in past year in project. In his address,
he focused on the team development for a decision-support tool to help Indian cities optimize the way
they collect, transport, and treat household waste. After that, Dr. Jeremy Gregory in his presentation
said that Like many things in India, there’s no one-size-fits-all solution, everyone int.eraci's with the solid
waste system, so everyone stands to gain from better management. But to do it right, you have to
understand the cultural, socioeconomic, and technical context of a particular city. For example, every
day in the north Indian city of Muzaffarnagar, a complex system goes into action, attempting to deal
with the 120 tons of solid waste — glass, plastic, paper, food — generated by the city’s residents.
Further, Dr. Kirchain presented the decision-support tool being created at MIT will use a variety of
parameters to optimize a waste management system and recommend strategies tailored to a city's

needs, factoring in all the dynamics of a city like Muzaffarnagar.

Mr. Pankaj said that we need to understand the waste composition and how that composition varies by
socioeconomic class. We anticipate higher waste generation in India not only because of population
growth, but because of growing affluence. One motivator for us is to understand how waste might differ
across income classes. They are using Muzaffarnagar as a pilot city, where they have conducted a “waste

audit” of six neighborhoods at different socioeconomic levels,

The workshop was concluded with vote of thanks from Dr. Ashwani Kumar. Overall 72 participants from

faculties and students attended the seminar. In the end, the participants were distributed rerfificates

i
1 A i %
W\ (Dr. Astiwini Kumar)

I“; o
\}Af g HoD, Bioscience
. o wyon B ity ]
L A1

and guests were given memento.
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Principal Research Scientist, Civil &
TATA Centre for Tecyhnolagr &

e Principal
Co-ordinater Shri Ram College
127, Shri Ram College, Muzaffarnagar
Muzaffarnagar
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